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Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
DRAFT
February 25, 2009

Present:
Tom Brahm



Ken Hanvey, Chairman



Jim Hicks



Joe Polimeni



Scott Wohlschlegel

The regular February meeting of the Town of South Bristol Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 7:34 P.M.  Roll call of members was taken.  All board members were present.

Chairman Hanvey called for a motion to approve the December 3, 2008 minutes as written.  Tom Brahm made said motion which was seconded by Scott Wohlschlegel.  The motion was unanimously accepted.

Old Business
There was no old business.

New Business

Chairmanship-Ken Hanvey explained that he had been contacted to see if he would be willing to take over the ZBA chairmanship for 2009 and that he had indicated that he would be willing to do so and, therefore, the Town Board had appointed him chairman at their January organizational meeting to replace Hermann Arndt who is now a member of the Town Board.
ZBA Vacancies

Mr. Hanvey told the board members that there were two vacancies on the ZBA and that he had been in touch with the town clerk to see what she had on file for people who had shown an interest in serving on a board.  He said that the town clerk had contacted a couple of people who had expressed interest and requested that they submit a resume.  Ken said that he had called five other people who had previously submitted letters of interest out of which three had said they would be willing to serve on the ZBA.  He said he had asked them to send in a current resume.  Ken said he was not able to speak to the other two and had left messages but had not received any return calls to date.  Ken noted that some of the people had originally expressed interest in a position on the town board.  He also said that he had received resumes from Brittany Welch and Sandra Hulbert.  Ken said Sandra Hulbert was one of the three people he had spoken to by phone.  Ken suggested that at the March meeting the board take a look at the resumes of those interested and then send their recommendations to the town board for their consideration.
New York Planning Federation Newsletter

Chairman Hanvey drew the board’s attention to an article on the front page of the New York Planning Federation’s Winter 2009 Issue with regard to “Case Law Update:  Variance Decisions for the ZBA”.  Mr. Hanvey said the article was about a ZBA decision that was overturned because the ZBA did not follow their own precedent.  Ken went on to say that the ZBA had made a determination to approve a variance request and then 6 or 7 years later they were faced with the same situation and they turned the applicant down and without having good reason for doing so.  He said that the court found that the ZBA decision was arbitrary and capricious.  Ken noted that the ZBA must always have good reasons for reaching their decision and he emphasized the importance of clearly stating a set of findings.
Other Business To Come Before The Board

Selection of SEQR Specialist for 2009-Tom Brahm made a motion to nominate Scott Wohlschlegel as the ZBA SEQR Specialist for 2009.  Jim Hicks seconded the motion.  The motion was accepted by the board.
Selection of ZBA Co-Chairman for 2009-Ken Hanvey made a motion to nominate Tom
Brahm as the ZBA Co-Chairman for 2009.  Joe Polimeni seconded the motion.  The motion was accepted by the board.
Selection of Public Hearing Introductory Remarks Spokesman for 2009-Tom Brahm made a motion to nominate Jim Hicks as the ZBA Public Hearing Introductory Remarks Spokesman for 2009.  Scott Wohlschlegel seconded the motion.  The motion was accepted by the board.
Ken Hanvey then indicated that he thought it would be helpful to have someone bring the ZBA meetings to a close at the proper time by proposing adjournment.  He recommended that Joe Polimeni be responsible for doing so.  Joe said he would be willing to do that.
There being no other business to come before the board, Chairman Hanvey called for a motion to adjourn.  Joe Polimeni made said motion which was seconded by Tom Brahm.  The motion was unanimously accepted and the meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.






Respectfully submitted,







Debra Minute







Recording Secretary
