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Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting
DRAFT
July 28, 2010

Present:
Tom Burgie



Ken Hanvey, Chairman



Sandra Hulbert



Scott Wohlschlegel

Absent:
Tom Brahm



Joe Polimeni

The regular July meeting of the Town of South Bristol Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 7:35 P.M.  Roll call of members was taken.  All board members were present with the exception of Tom Brahm and Joe Polimeni.

Chairman Hanvey made a motion that the April 28, 2010 minutes be approved as written.  Tom Burgie seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously accepted.

Old Business

Discussion of ZBA Technical Series Handout (distributed during the April 2010 meeting for board members to look over)-Chairman Hanvey asked if any of the board members had any questions with regard to the ZBA Technical Series Handout that they were given copies of during the board’s April 2010 meeting.  No one had any questions.
Mr. Hanvey then asked if any of the board members, especially the newer members, had any questions regarding the board’s meeting procedures.  No one had any questions.  He then said that if anyone did find that they had any questions or needed any clarifications to feel free to contact him.  He then went on to say that the board follows their flow chart during their meetings so that nothing is missed procedurally.  It was noted during discussion that it was important to stay on point when discussing an application and to only consider the exact variance that is being applied for.  Mr. Hanvey reminded the board that they were an administrative board, not a legislative board, so they must follow existing rules/regulations and not make up their own.
New Business

Special Use Permits-Chairman Hanvey informed the board that they would soon be handling special use permits for the town.  He noted that some years back the ZBA had handled special use permits.  Mr. Hanvey explained that the Town Board had decided that, due to the Planning Board’s heavy workload, it would be a good idea to transfer responsibility for special use permits back to the ZBA.  It was noted that by doing so, it would also help to somewhat equalize the workload of both boards. 
Mr. Hanvey told the board that the ZBA process has some pretty clear cut rules that they go by and that special use permits follow a very similar fixed process.  Scott Wohlschlegel asked for an example of something that would need a special use permit.  He was told that one was a second residence on the same lot.  Scott and the other board members were told that if they were to look at Article V of Chapter 170 they could find a list of things that require a special use permit.  Chairman Hanvey said that in connection with all of the things requiring special use permits the code lists all necessary requirements that must be met in order to obtain a special use permit for each of the particular items which basically facilitates the board making a decision.  The board secretary said that there were some special use permits that also require site plan review by the Planning Board.  As discussion followed, it was discovered that practically all of the items requiring a special use permit involve a site plan review.
Mr. Hanvey then asked the board secretary to make copies of Chapter 13, Special Use Permits, found in All You Ever Wanted To Know About Zoning by Coon, Damsky and Catalano published by the NY Planning Federation, Third Edition 1999 and circulate them to the ZBA members for them to read over.  She said she would try to email to the board members if possible.  The board secretary then gave each of the board members a copy of a memo prepared for applicants requesting a special use permit which lists the seven general conditions that must be satisfied.  She said the seven conditions were taken directly from town code.  She suggested that the board also look that document over.
It was noted during discussion that a public hearing regarding the transfer of special use permits from the Planning Board to the Zoning Board of Appeals had been scheduled for the Town Board’s August meeting following which the law as adopted would then need to be sent for filing with New York State.  It was estimated, therefore, that the change would, most likely, be officially in place no later than sometime in September.
Chairman Hanvey then questioned whether site plan review in connection with special use permits should be left with the Planning Board.  He said it seemed to him that it would make more sense to have the whole special use permit process in the hands of one board.  It was noted during discussion that currently the Planning Board was issuing special use permits as well as doing the site plan review for special use permits so it would seem to follow that the ZBA should do the same so as to keep the application process timely for the applicants.
Mr. Hanvey said that he would take some time and look over all of Article V in Chapter 170 on Special Use Permit Requirements to make sure that everything made sense.  He also said that he would keep the board members updated on the special use permit transfer to the ZBA, etc. via communications with the board secretary that she would then, in turn, send out to them.
Other Business To Come Before The Board

Code Book Updates-Town Clerk, Judy Hanley, was in attendance at the meeting and updated board member code books with a new Chapter 170 insert.
There being no other business to come before the board, Chairman Hanvey called for a motion to adjourn.  He made the motion which was seconded by Scott Wohlschlegel.  The motion was unanimously accepted and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.







Respectfully submitted,







Debra Minute, Recording Secretary

